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Dear Year 8 and 9 Students and Parents, 
This choices booklet aims to help students make informed decisions about which subjects to study in the next stage of their learning.  Please take time to sit down together and discuss what will be the most suitable choices. 
Our curriculum has developed rapidly over the past two years to enable students to choose from a wide range of options.

Each student is carefully supported and guided through the options process by their TfL. Decisions should be based on achievements to date and expected results at the end of the current year of study.   To support you in selecting appropriate and engaging courses, a Pathways Evening will be held a school on 10th February 2011, 3.30 – 5.30pm. 
We have tried to make this booklet as clear and informative as possible. If you are in any doubt about the ‘Choices’ open to you, or how the process is decided, then ask – you won’t be the only one! We look forward to seeing you on 10th February.

Yours sincerely

Nerys Davies
Senior Assistant Headteacher
How will I be helped when making my choices?
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How do I pick a course that matches my ability and achievements so far?

Students are able to study courses designed for different levels of ability – these courses all form part of the National Qualifications Framework. You should aim to complete Level 2 and move on to Level 3 whilst you are a student at Newport High School.

	Qualification level
	Achievement 

level
	Examples of qualifications at this level

	Entry Level
	Building a basic level of knowledge, understanding and skills
	ASDAN provides an opportunity to achieve Entry Level Certificates in a range of challenges



	Level 1
	Basic knowledge, understanding and skills and the ability to apply learning to everyday situations


	All GCSE grades D-G, BTEC and OCR courses at Level 1, ASDAN Level 1

	Level 2
	Building knowledge and/or skills in relation to subject or sector areas; gaining the ability to apply learning to a varied range of tasks. This is seen as the minimum level expected by employers and is critical to going on to further study and higher level skills

If you have 5 GCSE’s at Grade A*-C or 5 vocational passes, you can move on to Level 3 courses


	All GCSE grades A*-C, BTEC, OCR and Chartered Institute courses at Level 2; 

	Level 3
	Learning at this level involves in depth knowledge, understanding and skills and a higher level of application. Appropriate for people who want to go into higher education, further training or employment


	All GCE AS and A2 levels, BTEC and OCR courses at Level 3; Extended Projects


	Important advice for students in Year 9

All students should aim to complete the Level 2 threshold and move on to Level 3 whilst they are a student at Newport High School. To complete the Level 2 threshold which is equivalent to 5 GCSE passes at A*-C grades or 5 vocational passes, you need to ask your TfL how many qualifications you are predicted to achieve at the end of this school year.
· If this is 5 or more then: 

· Select any subjects of your choice from pathways A or B&C

· If this is 4 or more then:

· Select any subjects of your choice from pathways A or B&C

· If this is 3 or more then:

· A choice from Pathway A will be most likely to ensure you achieve the Level 2 threshold by the end of Year 11




	Important advice for students in Year 8

All students should aim to complete the Level 2 threshold and move on to Level 3 whilst they are a student at Newport High School. To complete the Level 2 threshold which is equivalent to 5 GCSE passes at A*-C grades or 5 vocational passes, you need  to ask your TfL, the KS3 levels you are predicted to achieve at the end of this year:

· If this is Level 6+ in English, Maths and Science then: 

· Select any subjects of your choice from pathways A or B&C

· If this is Level 5+ in English, Maths and Science then: 

· Look carefully at the information about each of the options available in Pathway A and Pathways B&C. Some GCSE subjects may not be available to you until next year

· If this is Level 4+ in English, Maths and Science then: 

· A choice from Pathway A will be most likely to ensure you achieve the Level 2 threshold by the end of Year 11




	


What advice would previous students give?

[image: image3.png]¢ you know you can do well in

¢ are the subjects you like best or are interested in
o reflect your interests

¢ help you learn in a way you enjoy

J
. . . - )
¢ you like the teacher; or ignore it because you don't like the
teacher- there could be a different one next year
¢ your friends are doing the course - they are different to you
and have different strengths and interests )
~

e it's a good idea to choose a course that links to your choice of
training or career after school

¢ if you don't have any plans, choose a course that interests you

J





What pathways can I choose from in 2011 – 2012?

	Students in Years 8 & 9 should choose:

one subject from Pathway A OR

one subject from Pathway B and one subject from Pathway C

	

	Pathway A



	BTEC Construction

	BTEC Art & Design (Textiles)

	Health & Social Care

	Hospitality

	ICT

	Sport & Leisure

	Travel & Tourism

	Pathway B
	Pathway C

	History
	Art & Design

	Performing Arts
	Music

	Product Design
	Geography

	Religious Studies
	French

	Welsh
	Product Design

	All students also follow National Curriculum English, Maths and Science courses and have lessons in Welsh, RE, PE and the Welsh  Baccalaureate Qualification 


Course Outline

The course has been designed to give opportunities for those who are intending to work in the design industry to achieve a nationally recognised Level 2 vocationally specific qualification.

What will I study?


The qualifications aim to provide a broad-based approach to the design sector, with 6 core units: 

Unit 1: Contextual References in Art and Design

Unit 2: 2D Visual Communication

Unit 3: 3D Visual Communication

Unit 4: Using Ideas to Explore, Develop and Produce Art and Design 

Unit 5: Building an Art and Design Portfolio

Unit 6: Working in the Art & Design Industry gives learners opportunities to develop knowledge of the art and design sector

There are two further specialist units learners will study and these will complement the core units. These are:
Unit 9:  Working with Fashion Design Briefs

Unit 10:  Working with Textiles Briefs 10 2
The specialist units give opportunities to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of practice and theory, knowledge of the sector, work on a major project and give opportunities for learners to build a portfolio for progression. 

How will I be assessed?

 

There is no formal examination on this course.  All assessments are carried out during the course with opportunity to improve work throughout, coupled with extra support from staff when required.  

Students will complete 8 units in total; each unit will be graded separately and combined to give an overall final grade.

Each unit has its own specific criteria to be used for grading, resulting in the award of credits. A total of 60 merits can be awarded to gain the qualification. This course is equivalent to 4 GCSE’s at grades A*-C!!
Career opportunities and progression 


The course prepares learners for employment in the design/fashion/textile industry and is suitable for those who wish to enter a particular area of work. 

The course also allows learners to progress to vocational qualifications such as the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Art and Design.

Course Outline

This is a one year GCSE Art & Design: Unendorsed course from AQA, running 10 lessons a fortnight from September to May (unendorsed means that it covers several different areas of Art: Painting, 3D, Photography etc.

The aim of the course is to help you develop:

· Your understanding of the creative, imaginative and practical skills for working in Art.

· Visual perception (ways of seeing the world and interpreting what you see or feel).

· Visual literacy - your ability to use the visual language of Art (line, tone, shape, colour, composition etc).

· An appreciation of our cultural heritage through practical and critical responses.

Course Structure 

Coursework –one large project that requires the following: 

Preparation- This involves research and development of ideas using many different types of media, producing a minimum of nine mounted A1 sheets. 

3 Final outcomes- which could be painting, sculpture, collage, print or a computer generated image. 

The combined coursework makes up 60% of your overall mark.

Controlled Test – you will be able to choose one question (out of 7) and you will have 10 lessons to:

Preparation –research and develop preparation for the exam.

Final outcome- You then have 10 hours to produce a finished image.

This preparation and exam piece make up 40% of your overall mark. 

	COMPONENT
	DESCRIPTION
	WEIGHTING

	Coursework
	Project
	60%

	Controlled Test
	10 hour practical exam
	40%


What will I study?


One main theme will cover the following:

· You will learn about and be inspired by many different artists, designers and craftspeople, from cultures around the world.

· You will develop your own ideas in response to a brief, using design process.

· 2D dry media: Drawing from life, drawing from the imagination, oil pastel, chalk pastel, montage. 

· 2D wet media: Painting in water-colours, acrylic and ink. 

· 3D: Card/wire sculpture and ceramics (clay).

· ICT: Digital photography and image manipulation. 

How will I be assessed?
You will be given written and oral feedback throughout the course and you will be formally assessed 4 times. Final assessment takes place at the end of the course, verified by external assessors

Career Opportunities and Progression       


GCSE Art leads onto a creative career pathway, with opportunities in: Graphic Design, Illustration, Product Design, Architecture, Photography, and Jewellery making, Ceramicist, Painter and decorator, Beautician, Art teacher, Art therapist, Television/film/theatre production, Fine Artist.
Course Outline

The BTEC Firsts in Construction is a work-related qualification that reflects the knowledge, skills and understanding required in the construction industry. The course addresses the key areas required for learners contemplating a career within the construction industry. The requirements of craft, operative and technician roles are reflected in the content, and focus is placed on learner progression into work, to an apprenticeship, or on to further study. The course is designed for learners who already have an interest in the construction industry but have not yet fully decided on a career path, it provides an opportunity to try out a range of related activities, either by following a general path utilising a range of different specialist units or by following one of the recommended specialist pathways which offer greater depth.

What will I study?


The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Construction consists of three core units plus three specialist units.

The Core Units are:

An introduction to the Construction Industry.


Health & Safety in Construction.


The use of Science and Mathematics in Construction.

The Specialist Optional Units include:


Exploring Building Service Techniques (including Electrical & Plumbing)
            Exploring Carpentry & Joinery
            Performing Carpentry Operations
How will I be assessed?
There is no formal examination on this course.  All assessments are carried out during the course with opportunity to improve work throughout, coupled with extra support from staff when required.  

Students will complete 6 units in total; each unit will be graded separately and combined to give an overall final grade.

Each unit has its own specific criteria to be used for grading. A unit grade can be awarded at pass, merit or distinction: 

· to achieve a ‘pass’ a learner must have satisfied all the pass criteria 

· to achieve a ‘merit’ a learner must additionally have satisfied all the merit criteria 

· to achieve a ‘distinction’ a learner must additionally have satisfied all the distinction criteria. 

This course is equivalent to 4 GCSE’s at grades A*-C!!

Career Opportunities and Progression 


On completion, learners will have achieved a recognised qualification and will be in a stronger position to decide between their progression options. 

Options include progression on to a further qualification in construction and the built environment, for example a BTEC National qualification in Construction, Civil Engineering or Building Services Engineering, or entry into industry with the possibility of undertaking additional training, possibly leading to the completion of an NVQ and/or an apprenticeship.

Course Outline

A 2 year course that is delivered through compulsory English lessons in year 9 and year 10. Pupils currently study English for 6 lessons across the 2 week cycle of the timetable.

What will I study and how will I be assessed?


The New WJEC Specification consists of 4 units with an opportunity to sit Unit 1 and 2 at the end of year 9. There are 2 1hr exams and 2 Controlled Assessments which replaces the coursework on the old GCSE course previously studied at the school.
Unit 1 – 1 hour exam worth 20% - Studying Written Language

This unit exam will test the understanding of two non-fictions texts. Pupils will be taught to recognise and explain the effects of a range of non-fiction texts that will be studied in class.

Unit 2 – 1 hour exam worth 20% - Using Written Language

This unit exam will test learners’ abilities to write for a range of audiences and purposes. Learners will be taught to adapt their style and form of writing in a variety of real-life contexts, for example, letters, articles, leaflets, reviews etc.  

Unit 3 – Controlled Assessment worth 30% - Literary Reading and Creative Writing

· Studying Written Language - Learners will write an essay response to a text that has been studied during the course. 

· Using Language – Creative Writing - Learners will complete two written tasks - one descriptive; one narrative from a bank of pre-released tasks and chosen by the department.

Unit 4 – Controlled Assessment worth 30% - Spoken Language
· Using Language – Learners will complete a range of Speaking and Listening tasks over the course of the year and be assessed under controlled conditions in 3 specific tasks that show an ability to:

· Communicating and adapting language

· Interacting and responding

· Creating and sustaining roles.

Studying Spoken Language – Learners will study a variety aspect of spoken language in a range of situations such as speeches, conversations, commentaries, radio broadcasts etc. They will be assessed in their ability to respond to spoken language.

Career Opportunities and Progression 


Most jobs, careers, further and higher education courses require a good grasp of English skills. There is the opportunity for some pupils to study towards GCSE English Literature during the two years or possibly in year 11 as an option. This will depend on ability and potential with pupils being nominated by their English teacher.
Course Outline
In year 9, 10 and 11, pupils continue to develop their skills in Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each of these 4 elements is worth 20 or 30% of the marks available in the final examination, where pupils will be examined at either Foundation or Higher level. 

What will I study?


Various tasks are set as homework, each demanding and involving different skills and approaches.  Tasks could include:

· Research

· Preparation of written essays 90-120 words

· Learning vocabulary

· Planning group/pair presentations

· Reading comprehensions

· Practising grammar skills

· Practising speaking skills 

· Practising reading skills
Students will further develop their understanding and ability to express themselves through the French language in speaking, listening, reading and writing.
How will I be assessed?
The Speaking Test – 30%

This exam usually takes place at the start of May. The test lasts no more than 12 minutes and consists of:

· Structured conversation (4-5 minutes)

· Giving a presentation(5-7 minutes)
The Writing(30%

· Candidates must complete two tasks, 20 marks each, which may be taken from a task bank provided by WJEC, or may be adapted by the teacher. Candidates will complete all work under direct supervision within one session. Dictionaries will be allowed and candidates will have access to notes which they have prepared prior to the session that will be submitted with their work.

Reading (20% and Listening (20% Examinations (30-45 minutes)
These exams take place in June and will test pupil’s comprehension of written and spoken French.

Career Opportunities and Progression 


French as a foreign language is the second most frequently taught language in the world after English.

 28 countries have French as an official language. When deciding on a foreign language for work or school, consider that French is the language that will give you the most choices later on in your studies or your career.

Careers opportunities are in: Accountancy, Banking, Insurance, Finance, Catering & Hospitality, Education, Health, Nursing, IT & Internet, Legal, Marketing, Advertising, PR, Media, New media, Property,  Public sector Services, Recruitment sales,  Retail, Wholesale,  Sales,   Science, Telecommunications, Transport, Tourism and more

Course Outline
The WJEC Geography course involves studying people and the natural environment.
The course is designed to develop a sound understanding and knowledge of geographical themes, issues and skills. The course builds on knowledge gained from KS3. As part of the course pupils will undertake fieldwork.

What will I study?


The Physical World

1. Water

· River processes and landforms

· Managing rivers

2. Climate Change

· Causes and effects

· Reducing its impact

3. Living in an Active Zone

· Hazards at plate margins

· Reducing the risk
A Global World

4. Changing Populations

· World population distribution

· Future changes in distribution and structure

5. Interdependence

· Trends in globalisation

· Impacts of globalisation

6. Development

· Measuring patterns of development

· Achieving the Millennium Development Goals
How will I be assessed?
The course is assessed by two written papers worth 75%. The final 25% is from the controlled assessment tasks, which involves a fieldwork enquiry worth 10% and a problem solving/decision making exercise worth 15%.
Career Opportunities and Progression 


A Geography GCSE could lead to careers in the following areas.

Advertising


Estate agency


Architecture


Local government Map-making


Nature conservation

Planning


Police               Selling & marketing

Armed services. 

Leisure & tourism

Farming/Forestry                               

Course Outline

The OCR Level 2 certificate in Health and Social Care has been developed to recognise candidate’s skills, knowledge and understanding of the health and social care sector and the job roles, principles and values involved. It has been designed to accredit candidate’s ability to carry out a range of tasks in a modern and practical way that is relevant to the workplace.

What will I study?


Candidates will develop knowledge and understanding of the Health and Social care sector and demonstrate the skills to participate in this sector in real situations. Candidates will develop knowledge of what quality care means, how to communicate with service users, how to care for service users in a practical way and why hygiene and safety is important.  They will also study the development and care of young children and careers in the HSC sector

How will I be assessed?
The OCR Level 2 certificate in Health and Social Care is 100% portfolio assessed. A range of tasks are carried out, and work experience in a relevant setting is compulsory. Practical tasks are observed in real and simulated situations demonstrating a range of skills. A total of six units will be completed consisting of four mandatory and two optional units. 

Career Opportunities and Progression 


The qualification is designed to enable candidates to enter employment at an operative or trainee level within a wide range of health and social care environments. It also provides knowledge and understanding to progress to the OCR Level 3 diploma in Health and Social care and early years.

Course Outline

Newport historians study an in depth, thematic and development study relating to themes and aspects of Welsh/English and World History.

What will I study?


 Unit 1: A Study in Depth 




The study in depth covers the transition of Germany, 1929- 1947.

Unit 2: A Thematic Study 

The thematic study focuses on the developments in SPORT, LEISURE AND TOURISM in Wales and England, c. 1900 to the present day.

Unit 3: A Study in Development 

The study in development requires our learners to consider turning points and changes in the history of Crime and Punishment in Wales and England from c.1530 to the present day.
How will I be assessed?
External Assessment (Comprising 3 x 1 hour papers)


75%

Unit 1: In-depth study 

Germany 1929- 1947







Unit 2: Thematic study

Sport, leisure and tourism, C 1900 to the present day

Unit 3: Study in development

Crime and punishment, c 1530 to the present day

Internally Assessed Controlled Assessment



25%

Unit 4: An investigation into an issue of historical debate or controversy, set by the WJEC in two parts, based on:

1. The effects of war on Wales and England in the twentieth century

Career Opportunities and Progression 


The investigative nature of History is good preparation for a variety of careers in journalism, the public sector, Police force, Prison service, Army, RAF, Royal Navy, Social work, Health sector, Nursing, Retail, Travel Industry & the Education sector, amongst others.

Course Outline

This vocational course offers a broad introduction to the hospitality and catering industry. It is designed to provide you with the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed on the Hospitality and Catering BTEC First Diploma and to prepare you for progression on to the BTEC National Diploma in Hospitality Supervision or employment in a related area.

What will I study?


The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Hospitality consists of 3 core units plus 3 specialist units.

The Core Units are:

The Hospitality Industry


Customer Relations in Hospitality


Health and safety in the Hospitality Industry

The Specialist Optional Units include:

Healthy Lifestyles
          Basic Culinary Skills
          Serving Food & Drink
How will I be assessed?
There is no formal examination on this course.  All assessments are carried out during the course with opportunity to improve work throughout, coupled with extra support from staff when required.  

Students will complete 6 units in total; each unit will be graded separately and combined to give an overall final grade.

Each unit has its own specific criteria to be used for grading. A unit grade can be awarded at pass, merit or distinction: 

· to achieve a ‘pass’ a learner must have satisfied all the pass criteria 

· to achieve a ‘merit’ a learner must additionally have satisfied all the merit criteria 

· to achieve a ‘distinction’ a learner must additionally have satisfied all the distinction criteria. 

This course is equivalent to 4 GCSE’s at grades A*-C!!

Career Opportunities and Progression 


On completion, learners will have achieved a recognised qualification and will be in a stronger position to decide between their progression options. 

Options include progression on to a further qualification in Hospitality and Catering, for example a BTEC National qualification, or entry into industry with the possibility of undertaking additional training, possibly leading to the completion of an NVQ and/or an apprenticeship.
Course Outline

An OCR course opens the door to a wide range of opportunities.  It gives you the opportunity to learn about how IT works and develop existing skills and knowledge.  The course consists of 7 full and 2 half units which is equivalent to 4 GCSE’s grades A-C

What will I study?

You will have the opportunity to use your existing ICT skills using Desktop Publishing and Word Processing Packages.  This course also provides the opportunity for you to create a variety of Databases, Spreadsheet solutions to solve a given problem as well as using creative skills for Animation and creating computer graphics that will be used to help create your own Web Sites.

How will I be assessed?
All coursework will be assessed internally before being externally moderated by the OCR examination board.  Each unit must be 100% completed to achieve a pass, merit or distinction.  This course is assessed solely on the coursework produced.  There are no external examinations associated with this subject.

Career Opportunities and Progression 


Students who complete this level 2 course could seek employment for example as a computer technician, IT helpdesk operator, IT support Technician or office assistant.  Alternatively you could progress onto a level 3 course offered at the school or other higher qualification.


Course Outline


The course builds upon the knowledge, skills and understanding developed at Key Stage 3. The course enables students to develop mathematical knowledge and practical skills in a manner which will encourages confidence in the subject. Students will enjoy apply mathematics in everyday situations and develop an understanding of the part which mathematics plays in the world around them. The three courses currently running are WJEC Foundation, Higher and OCR Modular.

What will I study?


The Mathematics is a GCSE level course. During the course you will study the four strand of Maths


Using and applying Mathematics 


Number and Algebra.


Shape, Space and Measures


Handling Data and Statistics

How will I be assessed?

There are 2-tiers of entry, Welsh Joint Education Committee Higher A*-D, and Foundation C–G. 
The scheme of assessment comprises of two 2 hour written papers, one non-calculator and one calculator paper (50% each) at the end of the course.

A Modular course is also being run for the XL Group comprising of at least two Modular Exams worth 25% 

each. These are taken throughout the course with a 2 hour paper worth 50% at the end of the course.

Career Opportunities and Progression 


Mathematics affects everything we do; it forms the basis for many other subjects and is fascinating in its own right. It also leads on to a variety of fulfilling careers such as:- 

Teaching, Banking, Accounting, Surveying, Engineering, Architects, Computing, and Science based careers, Aerospace Engineers and many more.

For those intending to continue on to university, there are very few degree subjects for which a maths GCSE grade C or above is not required.

Any business will benefit from having employees with some level of mathematical training. Potential employees with GCSE or A Level maths will be numerate, possess the ability to think rationally and to process data clearly and accurately. They will be confident when it comes to dealing with any of the numerous situations which can arise and which require a mathematical solution—whether dealing with finances, stocktaking, or simply drawing up work rotas.

You may not need to use algebra when you go shopping, for example, but the architects who designed the shop did, so did the builders who built it, and so did the engineers who designed the machines which made the goods you buy!
Course Outline

The BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Music is a 30 credit and 180 guided learning hour course which offers the opportunity for learners to experience a vocational qualification. 

This Level 2 course focuses on different aspects of working within the music industry which is about much more than just being able to sing or play an instrument. Learners may either choose to follow a practical performing course or may choose to complete this qualification through the use of music technology or combination of both performing and music technology.

What will I study?


The BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Music provides an overview of life in the music industry and consists of two core units plus a choice of two specialist units that provide for a combined total of 180 guided learning hours (GLH) for the completed qualification. 

Core Units:

Working in the Music Industry

Professional Development in the Music Industry
Choice of two units from:

 Solo Musical Performance 
 Working as a Musical Ensemble 
 Producing a Musical Recording 
 Developing as a Musical Performer 
 Rehearsal Techniques for Musicians 
 

How will I be assessed?
In the Level 2 Certificate in Music all units are internally assessed with students producing a portfolio of evidence of their work over the course.

All assessment for BTEC Firsts is criterion referenced, based on the achievement of specified outcomes. Each unit has specified criteria to be used for grading and a summative unit grade can be awarded at pass, merit or distinction: 

Career Opportunities and Progression 


The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC Extended Certificate in Music will give students a firm foundation in the skills required for the music industry whether it be as a performer, researcher, technician or recording engineer.

Having completed this qualification, learners may alternatively wish to progress to Level 3 courses in Music, Music Technology or Performing Arts. 

Course Outline
Whether a performer or production crew member, the BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Performing Arts offers learners the opportunity to focus on their own specialism whilst allowing them to explore new skills.  

As a vocational Level 2 course, there will also be opportunities to focus on different aspects of working and developing within the Performing Arts industry.

What will I study?


The BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Performing Arts is a 30-credit qualification which provides an overview of life in the Performing Arts industry and learners may choose from a variety of specialist units where they can demonstrate their understanding of Dance, Drama, Music and/or Production: 

Acting Skills and Techniques (10 units)

Working in the Performing Arts Industry (5 units)

Professional Development in the Performing Arts Industry (5 units)

Performing Arts Production Process (10 units)

Performing Scripted Plays (10 units)

Devising Plays (10 units)

Musical Theatre Performance (10 units)

How will I be assessed?
In the Level 2 Extended Certificate in Performing Arts, all units are internally assessed with students producing a portfolio of evidence of their work over the course.

All assessment for BTEC is criterion referenced, based on the achievement of specified outcomes. Each unit has specified criteria to be used for grading and a summative unit grade can be awarded at pass, merit or distinction: 

Career Opportunities and Progression 


The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC Extended Certificate in Performing Arts will give students a firm foundation in the skills required for the Performing Arts industry whether it is as a performer, technician or stage crew.

Having completed this qualification, learners may alternatively wish to progress to Level 3 courses in
Course Outline

GCSE Product Design will be taught over one year (10 hours per fortnight) and will allow students to design and make products with creativity and originality, using a range of materials and techniques. Students will also be given the opportunity to develop their understanding of how products are designed and manufactured in quantity for specific consumer markets and how this impacts on the environment. Students will learn to apply the design process in their coursework and all work will be submitted for assessment in the form of an e-Portfolio. GCSE Product Design is a practical subject and teaches students how to develop ideas, plan, make and evaluate in order to make high quality products.

What will I study?


In addition to learning about designing and making products GCSE Product Design Students will study the following areas:

Materials and Components 

Classification and working properties of a range of materials
Design and Market Influences

Product Evolution, Design in Practice, Communication and Representation of ideas, Design Methodology, Packaging, Product Marketing, Human Factors, Safety, Quality, Consumer Issues and Ethical, Environmental and Sustainability concerns.

Processes and Manufacture

Product manufacture, Methods of Production, manufacturing Systems, Use of ICT in Manufacture.

How will I be assessed?
GCSE Product Design Students will be assessed in two ways:

1. Examination ( one 2 hour written paper which is worth 40% of the total marks)
2. Coursework (one design and make project worth 60% of the overall marks)

Career Opportunities and Progression 


Students studying GCSE Product Design can progress onto AS/A Level Product Design in school and possibly further their studies at University. This course is a suitable starting point for students wishing to follow any design and manufacturing related career path. (Product Design, Graphic Design, Architecture and Engineering).

Course Outline

GCSE Religious Studies units cover the full range of ability and allow access to grades A*-G for the subject award. Two religions are covered within this course – Christianity and Hinduism.

This course allows candidates to follow a course that is coherent and studies in depth two religious traditions looking at beliefs, teachings and practices whilst covering meaning and purpose. 

It encourages learners to be inspired, moved and challenged to equip them to lead constructive lives in the modern world.

What will I study?

Six units are covered at GCSE full course for each religion - Christianity and Hinduism

Christianity 

· Beliefs, teachings and sources –Life of Jesus, teachings of the Bible and the impact on believers

· Practices and ways of life – Sense of community, practices and ways of life

· Expressing meaning – Worship, festivals and lifestyle

· Identity, diversity and belonging – What it might mean to be a Christian today

· Meaning, purpose and truth – Nature of God, life after death and sanctity of life. 

· Values and Commitments – Roles, marriage, divorce and sex

Hinduism

· Beliefs, teachings and sources – Key events in the Ramayana and sacred texts
· Practices and ways of life – use of the mandir and rites of passage
· Expressing meaning – worship, pilgrimage and festivals
· Identity, diversity and belonging – What it might mean to be a Hindu today
· Meaning, purpose and truth – God, sanctity of life and reincarnation
· Values and Commitments - Roles, marriage, divorce and sex

How will I be assessed?
Candidates will be required to sit two written paper of 1 hour 45 minutes each worth 100% of the qualification.  No coursework. There will be four compulsory questions for each paper, consisting of visual or text stimuli leading to an extended writing section. 

Career Opportunities and Progression 


Religious Studies is becoming a more desirable qualification to employers as we encounter people with differing cultures and beliefs. Religious Studies encourages students to think about the values religions hold, making individuals more tolerant to their community and surroundings. 

The skills that are developed in this course would aid the many professions such an administrator, advice worker, counsellor, doctor, journalist, librarian, minister of religion, nurse, police force, social worker, teacher, Youth and community worker. (These are only a few professions there are many more!) 

This course provides a suitable foundation for study of Religious Studies at AS and Advanced Level.

Course Outline

GCSE Religious Studies units cover the full range of ability and allow access to grades A*-G for the subject award. Two religions are covered within this course – Christianity and Judaism.

We will explore contemporary and moral issues which are relevant and topical today. We will encourage students to develop knowledge and understanding of different beliefs and how these effect people’s lives. 

The course offers opportunities for students to express their own feelings and opinions and gives them a chance to reflect on these. 


What will I study?


Four units are covered at GCSE short course and will explore aspects of Christianity and Judaism 

· Relationships – Issues of love, marriage and divorce

· Is it fair? – Issues of justice and equality

· Looking for Meaning – Issues about God, life and death

· Our World – Exploring creation and our place in the world 

N.B Higher ability students will study the further short course in their second year which will also be looking at Christianity and Judaism 

· Religion and Conflict – Issues of peace, forgiveness and conflict

· Religion and Medicine – Issues of medical ethics and the sanctity of life 

· Religious Expression – Issues of expressing one’s faith

· Authority, Religion and State – Issues of law and order in religion and society

How will I be assessed?
Candidates will be required to sit one written paper of 1 hour 45 minutes worth 100% of the qualification.  No coursework. 

N.B Higher ability students will be given the opportunity to complete the course in a year and sit their external examination. Then the following year they will sit a further short course (1 hour 45 minute external examination) enabling them to gain a full GCSE qualification. 

Career Opportunities and Progression 


Religious Studies is becoming a more desirable qualification to employers as we encounter people with differing cultures and beliefs. Religious Studies encourages students to think about the values religions hold, making individuals more tolerant to their community and surroundings. 

The skills that are developed in this course would aid the many professions such an administrator, advice worker, counsellor, doctor, journalist, librarian, minister of religion, nurse, police force, social worker, teacher, Youth and community worker. 

Course Outline


The methods of study include practical investigation, research from other sources (including IT and the Internet), discussion and pupil presentations, role plays and written activities. The aim is always to view Science in action in familiar situations to help understanding.

What will I study?


This is a practical science course where you will learn through doing activities. It is a GCSE level course which is equivalent to four GCSE pass grades. You will study a mixture of Core Units and Specialist Units in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

This course is a practical science course. You will take part in activities which include Human Biology, Chemical Analysis and Physical measurements. You will also find out about Science in the Workplace so it is an ideal course for the underpinning knowledge needed for progression to higher courses or into the workplace. The key skills are an integral part of this course to build on your study skills. 

How will I be assessed?
Your progress is assessed throughout Years 10 and 11 by a series of assignments and projects. Importantly, there is no formal assessment via examination.  Assignments will cover general science units, including Applications of Chemistry, Biology and Physics, Anatomy and Physiology, as well as Science and the World of Work. You will also study English, ICT and numeracy. 

The course includes support with your English and extra help is available for all students who need it.

Career Opportunities and Progression 


Students who successfully complete the L2 (GCSE Equivalent) Diploma,  can go to the L3 BTEC National Diploma in Science or a variety of BTEC National Diploma courses such as Sports Science, Health Studies, Forensic Science, Ophthalmic Dispensing, Computer Studies or Engineering. 

Alternatively, you could enter employment within the broad science / medical industry.

Course Outline
This is a 1-year course offered over two option blocks meaning that pupils will study the course for two full days per week.  
The course suits people interested in learning about sports science, coaching and a variety of sports.
It is a level 2 course, which is equivalent to four GCSE grades at C or above. 

What will I study?


This is a vocational course where you will learn through doing activities.


You will take part in practical activities, which include team and individual sports, fitness testing, training programme design, coaching, officiating, organisation of sporting events and health and safety.  

You will be assessed in each area through practical and written assignments. 
How will I be assessed?
There is no formal examination on this course.  All assessments are carried out during the course through assignments with opportunity to improve work throughout, coupled with extra support from staff when required.  

 

Although there is a strong emphasis on written presentation of work, assessments comes in a variety of forms and many of the assessments are practical.

Career Opportunities and Progression 


Learners, who successfully complete the Diploma, can go directly to the L3 BTEC National Certificate in Sport or a variety of BTEC National courses.

Alternatively, you could enter employment within the sports industry.

Course Outline

The Level 2 National Certificate in Travel & Tourism aims to develop students’ knowledge and understanding of the travel and tourism industries. It also develops students’ ability to work effectively in a travel and tourism context.
What will I study?


Students will investigate travel and tourism organisations in South Wales. Students will learn about the main developments in the UK travel and tourism industries. They will find out about the range of travel and tourism organisations operating in the UK. Students will investigate two travel and tourism jobs.

How will I be assessed?
All students complete four core units of study and two specialist units. Each unit is assessed by a coursework project. There are no exams to complete for this course. All units are graded: Pass, Merit or Distinction.

This course is equivalent to 4 GCSE’s at grades A*-C!!

Career Opportunities and Progression 


Completing this qualification will help you gain entry into any job related to the travel and tourism sector, for example - flight industry, package holiday industry, hotels, restaurants, ferry industry, entertainment industry, tour guides, tour representatives, travel agents.

Course Outline




This course gives students the opportunity to further develop the four skills associated to the language – reading, writing, speaking and listening.  The GCSE FULL COURSE aims to ensure that students have the opportunity to:

· show interest, pleasure and enthusiasm while studying the Welsh language;

· develop essential skills that will achieve employment and further educational standards;
· use the language in a bilingual society.
What will I study?



Interesting, modern topics that will build on prior learning, students will study four topic areas to The World Around Me, The World of Work, The Future and Using the Welsh Language every day. Students will be given the opportunity to visit local places of interest as part of their study and will be encouraged to use Welsh in their everyday lives.


How will I be assessed?

Coursework – 60%

 

4 Tasks that will include:

 

         Oral Assessment

         Written Assessment

         Reading Assessment

 

External Assessment – 40%

 

Group Oral              20%

Reading                  15%

Writing                   10%

Career Opportunities and Progression 


Welsh is increasingly required by employers in job advertisements throughout Wales.  If you want to work in Wales in Public Services, Education, Media, Health, Tourism or Commerce your job opportunities will increase if you are able to speak Welsh.

Welsh is a dynamic, growing language, and the trend is set to continue as the Welsh Language Act ensures that more and more services are available bilingually.

GCSE Welsh
-
SHORT COURSE

All students are required by law to follow the Short Course GCSE. This course covers 3 topic areas and gives a basic understanding of the language.  Three pieces of coursework are required; oral 20%, writing 10% and reading 10%.  External examinations will consist of a group oral, a listening and reading/writing.

Course Outline

The Welsh Baccalaureate is an exciting qualification that adds a valuable new dimension to the subjects and courses already available to 14 – 19 year old students. It combines personal development skills with existing qualifications like A Levels, NVQs and GCSEs to make one wider award that is valued by employers and universities. The Welsh Assembly Government introduced the Welsh Baccalaureate to transform learning for young people in Wales. It gives broader experiences than traditional learning programmes, to suit the diverse needs of young people.

What will I study?


The two parts of the Welsh Baccalaureate work together as follows: The first part is comprised of ‘Options’, selected from established, approved courses/programmes. For example, GCSEs, Vocational GCSEs, AS/A Levels, Vocational A Levels (VCEs), BTEC, or NVQs.

The second part is the 'Core Programme'. The components of the Core Programme are:

• Key Skills – as well as from their options, students develop transferable Key Skills through the other four components of the core.

• Wales, Europe and the World – a chance to learn more about Wales and its relationship with Europe and the World. A language module at a level suitable for the student is included in this.

• Work-Related Education – includes working with an employer and taking part in a team enterprise activity to help the student understand how businesses work.

• Personal and Social Education – helps the student explore issues in the modern world: family, health, relationships, citizenship and sustainable development. It includes an activity in the local community.

• Individual Investigation – the opportunity to carry out an individual research project into an area of interest.

How will I be assessed?
Candidates will be assessed in four different areas. Their option choice, achievement of the six Key Skills, a portfolio of evidence showing coverage of the core and an independent research investigation project of their choice. All areas are internally verified before being externally verified by WJEC.

Career Opportunities and Progression 


By adding personal development skills to vocational qualifications or academic study, the Welsh Baccalaureate helps young people achieve more. It makes them better equipped for the world of work, better informed and more active citizens. It allows for more flexibility in their studies, whatever mix of courses they are following. Students become better prepared for further and higher education, as well as employment. A Welsh Baccalaureate qualification is also proof that a student has developed the Key Skills considered important by employers and universities. It also shows they have furthered their personal and social education, undertaken an individual investigation, gained work experience and actively participated in a community project.

Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced


Students who have successfully completed the Welsh Baccalaureate Intermediate Award will be offered the opportunity to take the Advanced Award in year 11. This is a level 3 qualification that builds upon the knowledge and skills already developed through the Intermediate Award.
Welsh Baccalaureate      Intermediate 
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